Spelling Patterns
First Grade
	Principle
	Explanation of Principle

	Recognizing that words have letter patterns that are connected to 
sounds (phonograms are spelling patterns)

	“Some words have parts (patterns) that are the same.”

“You can find patterns (parts) that are the same in many words.”

	Recognizing and using the consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) 
pattern

	“Some words have a consonant, a vowel, and then another consonant. The vowel sounds like  a in apple,  i in igloo,  o in octopus,  e in egg,  u in umbrella.”

	Recognizing and using simple phonograms with a VC pattern (easiest):     -ad, -ag, -an, -am, -at, -ed, -en, -et, -ig,-in, -og, -op, - ot, -ut
	“You can look at the pattern (part) you know to help you read a word.”

“You can use the pattern (part) you know to help you write a word.”

“You can make new words by putting a letter or letter cluster before the word part or pattern.”


	Recognizing and using more difficult phonograms with a VC pattern. -ab, -ap, -ap, -ar, -aw, -ay, -eg, -em, -ib, -ip, -ix, -ob, -od,  -ow (blow), -ow (cow), -ug, -um, -un 
	“You can look at the pattern (part) you know to help you read a word.”

“You can use the pattern (part) you know to help you write a word.”

“You can make new words by putting a letter or letter cluster before the word part or pattern.”


	Recognizing and using phonograms that end with double letters (VCC): -all, -ell, - ill, - oll, -uff

	“Some words have double consonants at the end. The sound of the vowel is short.”

	Recognizing and using phonograms with double vowels (VVC):       -eek, -eel, -een, -eem, -eep, -eer, -eat, -ood, -ool, -oom, -oon
	“Some words have double vowels followed by a consonant.”

“Sometimes the vowel sounds like its name (long sound).”

“Sometimes the vowel stands for other sounds.”

	Recognizing and using phonograms with a vowel-consonant-silent e (VCe) pattern: -ade, -ace, -age, -ake, -ale, -ame, -ane, -ape, -ate,    -ice, -ide, -ike, -ime, -ine, -ite, -ive, -obe, -oke, -ope, -ore

	“Some words have a vowel, a consonant, and a silent e. The vowel sound is usually the name of the vowel (a in make,  e in Pete,   i in ride,  o in rode,   u in cute.)”

	Recognizing and using phonograms with vowel combinations (VCC): -ack, -act, -alk, -amp, -and, -ank, -ard, -art, -ark, -arm,   -ash, -ask, -ath, -eck, -elt, -elp, -end, -ent, -esh, -est, -ick, -igh,      -ift, -ing, -ink, -ish, -ock, -old, -ong, -uck, -ump, -ung, -unk, -ush


	“Some words have patterns that end with consonant clusters (mask, lump).”

	Recognizing and using phonograms with vowel combinations (VVC): -aid, -ail, -ain, -air, -ait, -ay, -aw, -ea, -ead, -eak, -eam,     -ean, -eap, -ear, -eat, -oad, -oak

	“Some words have two vowels together (vowel combinations). The vowel sound is usually the name of the first vowel (stream, road).”
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