Teaching Phonics and Spelling in First Grade
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A first grader’s spelling experience should include:

· Spelling by analogy (onsets and rimes: _ at, sat, bat, hat)
· Short vowel spelling patterns (words with one vowel: not)

· Long vowel spelling patterns( words with two vowels: note)

· Consonant spelling patterns (/z/: boxes, was, wise, zip, fuzzy)

· Spelling diagraphs (sh/wish, ch/chin, th/this, wh/when)

· Spelling double letter words (will) 

· Words spelled the way they sound (that)

· Words not spelled the way they sound (they)

· Silent letters (cake)

· Spelling consonant blends (from, stop, plan)

· Consonant and vowel letter substitution (letter card manipulations)

Students should learn strategies that enable them to anticipate 
the spelling of a word such as:

· A short vowel sound is usually spelled with one vowel

· Double letters stand for one sound

· Knowing how to spell one word may help spell rhyming words, and some letters 

    spell more than one sound

Spelling Patterns
· Knowing spelling patterns helps children notice and use larger parts of words, thus making word solving faster and more efficient. 
· Patterns are helpful to children in writing because they will quickly write down the patterns rather than laboriously work with individual sounds and letters.
· Knowing to look for word patterns and remembering them help children make the connections between words that make work solving easier.
· Phonograms are spelling patterns that represent the sounds of rimes (the last parts of words or syllables within words – sometimes called word families). 
· You do not need to teach every phonogram separately. Once children understand that there are patterns and learn how to look for patterns, they will discover more for themselves.  
Lesson Resources:
· Open Court Phonics, Sitton Spelling, PICASSO
Adapted From: Increasing Student Spelling Achievement by Rebecca Sitton (2003) 
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