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FAQs: 
How can our speech teacher support the RTI process?
 

Speech-Language & RTI Frequently Asked Questions  
 
What do I do if I think a student has a problem with  speech or 
language? 
Contact your Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP); every school has an 
SLP in their building. It is appropriate to contact an SLP with articulation 
(speech sounds); language (vocabulary, listening comprehension, grammar, 
basic concepts, etc.); voice, fluency (stuttering), and oral motor (muscles 
around the mouth) concerns.  
 
How can a SLP support me in RTI? 
SLPs can: 

• Consult with teachers and RTI teams about students 
• Observe students in classrooms 
• Suggest Tier 1 & 2 strategies 
• Attend Tier 2 & 3 meetings 
• Model strategies for teachers 
• Assist in facilitating differentiated instruction when 

collaborating in classrooms 
• Demonstrate how to track progress (collecting data)  

 
Can we have an “in-house” meeting and put a student in speech without 
doing interventions? 
No. All students regardless of problem areas, must be given interventions 
at the appropriate tiers for the allotted time in order to determine if they are 
able to respond to the interventions.  
 
What exactly is a language disorder and how do I know if a student is 
having difficulty with language? 
A good indicator of language difficulties are student standardized test 
scores.  Review each students CRCT scores, looking specifically at 
language subtests. Monitor the student’s progress on various language 
skills such as listening comprehension, vocabulary, grammar, following 
directions, and social skills. You can also get a Language Checklist from 
your SLP. The checklist details skills that are necessary for language 
development.  
 
I do not know how to teach a student articulation skills; what am I 
suppose to do with a student that I think has an articulation disorder?  
In most cases, if you think a student has trouble with articulation you can 
model the correct production of the sound, monitor their progress, and get 
some tips from your SLP. There is also an articulation checklist that you 
can get from your SLP that details things to look for when you suspect a 
problem with articulation. In more serious cases, if a student is very hard to 
understand or unintelligible, feel free to consult your SLP.  
 
What is data and how do I collect it for speech and language 
interventions? 
Data can be any information collected over time that indicates how the 
student responded to the intervention. For example, if a student has a 
suspected language problem and lacks vocabulary skills you can make a 
chart listing 10 vocabulary words to be taught in a unit. Record the 
student’s performance before you teach the unit. After the unit, record the 
student’s knowledge of the same words.   You can also consult your SLP 
for data collection forms and worksheets that have already been developed 
to monitor speech and language progress.  

Resources 
The DOE RTI Guide available on their website at: 
http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_services.aspx 
 
DHart’s RTI Resource Blog (contains numerous new and old 
resources): http://cicobb.typepad.com/rti/ 
 
Elluminate Sessions on RTI: 
http://elluminate.gavirtualschool.org/doe/index.html 
Webinar sessions are located here; click on the correct date in 
the calendar to view the session needed.  Click on help when 
you are at the elluminate ga virtual school site for information 
on using the components of the elluminate. 

• Webinar: Tier 1 - November 7, 2008  
• Webinar: Tier 1 and Behavior - November 12, 2008  
• Webinar: Tier 2 Needs Based Learning - November 

20, 2008  
• Webinar: Tier 2 and Behavior - December 3, 2008  
• Webinar: Tier 3 SST Driven Learning - December 5, 

2008  
• Webinar: Tier 3 and Behavior - December 8, 2008  
• Webinar: Process Monitoring - December 10, 2008  
• Webinar: Interventions - December 12, 2008  
• Webinar: Tier 4 - February 10, 2009  
• Webinar: ESOL and RTI - February 20, 2009  
• Webinar: Accelerated Learners and RTI - March 3, 

2009  
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Best Practices 
1. If a student has been referred to Special 

Education from Tier 3, interventions should 
continue to take place during the specified 
evaluation period for Special Education 
Eligibility. 

2. Make sure you are implementing appropriate 
interventions.  Be sure to consult with your 
School Psychologist to help in developing 
interventions for students with behavior 
problems. 

3. Completing the skills inventory at Tier 2 can be 
critical to ensuring that all weaknesses are being 
addressed with interventions so that all areas of 
need can be evaluated in the event a referral to 
Special Education is warranted. 


